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ORTHODOX OBLATES
OF ST. BENEDICT

From the Holy Rule of St. Benedict (Prologue)
Let us then rise at length, since the Scripture arouses us, saying: It is now the hour for us to rise from sleep;
and having opened our eyes to the deifying light, let us hear with awestruck ears what the divine voice, crying
out daily, admonishes us, saying: Today, if you shall hear his voice, harden not your hearts. And again: He that
hath ears to hear let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. And what does He say?—Come, children,
hearken unto me, I will teach you the fear of the Lord. And Run whilst you have the light of life, that the
darkness of death overtake you not.
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And the Lord seeking His workman in the multitude of the people, to whom He proclaims these words, says
again: Who is the man that desireth life and loveth to see good days? If hearing this you answer, "I am he,"
God says to you: If thou wilt have true and everlasting life, keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from
speaking guile; turn away from evil and do good; seek after peace and
pursue it. And when you shall have done these things, my eyes shall be
upon you, and my ears unto your prayers. And before you shall call
upon me I will say: "Behold, I am here”.
What, dearest brethren, can be sweeter to us than this voice of the
Lord inviting us? See, in His loving kindness, the Lord shows us the
way of life. Therefore, having our loins girt with faith and the
performance of good works, let us walk His ways under the guidance
of the Gospel, that we may be found worthy of seeing Him who has
called us to His kingdom.

John 16:7-14
Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go
away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you;
but if I depart, I will send him unto you.
And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe
not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye
see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world
is judged.
I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and
he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine,
and shall shew it unto you.
Upcoming Orthodox Benedictine
Saint Days
26: Augustine of Canterbury

(+604)

27: Bede the Venerable

(+735)

05: Boniface

(+754)

20: Adalbert, Ap. to the Slavs

(+981)

20: Gobain

(+670)

Meditation
Fr. Christian Pusateri, O.S.B., Marmion Abbey, Aurora IL
“When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place
together.” (Acts 2:1)
I am led to wonder at how the media of our present day would cover
the event of Pentecost. How would the tornado-like wind and tongues
of fire that entered the upper room in Jerusalem have been delivered?
Streaming video? A You-Tube post? Twittering in tongues? However
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we posit it, the media of today would have a tough time
understanding not only the scene that Luke describes in the
Acts of the Apostles after the Ascension, but also what John in
the Gospel for this Sunday describes in the upper room after
the Resurrection, when Jesus confers the Spirit’s gift of
forgiveness upon the apostles.

“The Feast of
Pentecost, then, might
be an appropriate time
to look around us and
If I were to give advice to the media, I would tell them that it
acknowledge the gifts was essential that if they wanted to understand these events
had to understand their source—the Holy Spirit. Of
that are present in our they
course, they would then encounter the challenge of trying to
faith communities and get hold of something that is beyond the realm of physical
depiction. That something is at once a force, a presence, a
beyond, especially in truth and a person. […] this same Spirit is made present in the
sacramental life of the Church. Easy to say, harder to translate
those people who
into reality.
touch our lives on a
Perhaps we need to go back to one of the Fathers of the
regular basis.”
Church and retrieve an image that can still capture our

attention. St. Basil the Great, in writing his Treatise on the Holy
Spirit, compared the Spirit to the rays of sunshine entering the earth’s atmosphere. They shine, he says, on
the entire world, yet they are enjoyed by each person as though intended for that person alone. Like the
sunshine, we can easily take the Spirit for granted. We can become the consumers of the Spirit’s gifts rather
than collaborators. This is the issue addressed by St. Paul […] when he tells the Corinthians that the gifts of
the Spirit are given not for the benefit or prestige of the one receiving them, but for the building up, the
edification, of Christ’s body.
The Feast of Pentecost, then, might be an
appropriate time to look around us and
acknowledge the gifts that are present in our faith
communities and beyond, especially in those
people who touch our lives on a regular basis.
Looking back on my years of ministry in the Church,
I am saddened when I think of the many who have
left the Church because their gifts were not
acknowledged or were not put to prudent use.
However we examine ourselves in this regard, we
can certainly be sure that the Holy Spirit’s presence
and gifts have never been lacking in the course of
Christian history. However the one caution that
deserves repeating is that these gifts are not to be
stifled or stage-managed. They must be given as
they have been received—freely. For the real test of
whether or not they are of the Spirit will be in their
fruits. Will they lead to greater unity and peace with those whom we live? Will they accent our diversity even

Vade retro Satana! Nunquam suade mihi vana!

+

Sunt mala quae libas. Ipse venena bibas!

June 2015

Newsletter

4

as they underscore our unity? We know that these fruits were evident even at that first Pentecost scene in the
upper room. These are fruits that may not be easily captured by a media sound byte. But the best indicator
of good fruit is that it will always lead to the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. “They were all gathered in
one place together.”

St. Boniface, Apostle to Germany
Boniface was a native of England who went to Germany as a missionary where he enlightened
Bavaria, Hesse, Friesland, Thuringia and Franconia. In A.D. 723 Pope Gregory II consecrated him
bishop with full jurisdiction over the Germania. In A.D. 731 he became Metropolitan beyond the
Rhine and in A.D. 747 Archbishop of Mainz. He established many monasteries and convents (which
he placed under the charge of English monks and nuns), including Fulda, where his relics are still
venerated. St. Boniface was martyred in his old age, with fifty-two companions, at Dokkum in
Friesland (A.D. 755), and is known as the Apostle of Germany.
THE COLLECT

O God, who by the zeal of blessed Boniface, thy Martyr and Bishop, didst vouchsafe to call a
multitude of peoples to the knowledge of they Name: mercifully grant that as we honor his feast day,
we may also experience his protection. Through…
THE NEXT MONTHLY
RETREAT June 13, 2015
10:00 am - 1:00 pm
OFFICIANT: Deacon Lazarus
CANTOR: Subdeacon Joseph
READER: Wilfrid Kamﬀer
MEDITATION: Sdn Michael

LUNCHEON LIST
MAIN COURSE: Ben
DRINKS: Benedict
SNACKS: Ross
DESERT: Linda
SALAD: Wilfrid
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